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Medicaid and Exchange Advisory Committee Meeting: 07/26/2021  
  Committee Members Present  

 
 Jessa Barnard  Yacouba Jacob Bogre  Kelly Dougherty 
 Lisa Draper  Mike Fisher  Devon Green 
 Dale Hackett  Rebecca Heintz  Sharon Henault 
 Zachary Hozid  Gladys Konstantin  Helen Labun 
 Joan Lavoie  Erin Maguire  Gustavo Mercado Muniz 
 Kirsten Murphy  Jamie Rainville  John Schultz 
 Sarah Teel  Julie Tessler  Jason Williams 

  Other Attendees Present  

 Nissa James  Adaline Strumolo  Sandi Hoffman 
 Alicia Cooper  Zachary Goss  Sean Sheehan 
 Scott Cerreta  Victoria Jarvis  Sarah Peterson 
 Nieko Lavery  Betty Morse    Marjorie Stinchcombe 
 Josette Luarte    Molly Sweeney  Brendan Hogan 
   Rebecca Copans   Shannon Mead    Kelsey Thornton 
 Sue Aranoff     

 

  Agenda  
 

o Supporting Documents: Posted to https://dvha.vermont.gov/advisory-boards/medicaid-and-exchange-
advisory-committee/agendas-and-materials  
Advisory Committee 7_26_21 Agenda.pdf 
Advisory Committee PPT 7_26_2021.pdf  

 
o Convene 

Mike Fisher, Chief Health Care Advocate of the Office of the Health Care Advocate, chaired the meeting 
and called the meeting to order. A motion was made to approve the June 2021 meeting minutes and 
seconded. Upon no discussion, members voted to approve the meeting minutes as part of the roll call 
process. 

 
o Roll Call, Approval of Minutes, and Quorum 

Zack Goss, Health Care Training and Communication Manager (DVHA), completed the roll call.  During 
roll call, members voted unanimously to approve the June 2021 meeting minutes; the  June 2021 meeting 
minutes were approved.   
 
 

https://dvha.vermont.gov/advisory-boards/medicaid-and-exchange-advisory-committee/agendas-and-materials
https://dvha.vermont.gov/advisory-boards/medicaid-and-exchange-advisory-committee/agendas-and-materials
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o Department of Vermont Health Access (DVHA) Leadership Transition Update 
Nissa James, Health Care Director (DVHA), reported that the DVHA Commissioner role has been reposted 
and the Department is continuing its search for a candidate.  In the interim, Adaline Strumolo will continue 
to serve as Acting Commissioner.  
 

o Advisory Committee Recruitment and Renewal: Update and Committee Discussion 
Zack Goss, Health Care Training and Communication Manager (DVHA), reported 3 Committee member 
vacancies and 1 Committee member pending reappointment.  Given both the extended timeline for 
Commissioner position recruitment and the important advisory role the Committee plays for the 
Commissioner’s Office, the Department recommended that Acting Commissioner Strumolo move forward 
with the recruitment and appointment of new Committee members and reappointment of the existing 
member whose status has been pending during the leadership transition.  The Committee voiced support 
and members in attendance did not identify concerns with the Department pursuing this approach.   
 
For more information, please see Advisory Committee PPT 7_26_2021.pdf slides 5-6. 
 

o H.430 (Act 48) of 2021: Overview and Implementation, Committee Discussion 
Nissa James, Health Care Director (DVHA), provided an overview of the Act and requirements for the 
Department of Vermont Health Access during the current state fiscal year (July 1, 2021 – June 30, 2022) 
related to Act 48 of 2021. Following the overview, draft language was presented for the Committee’s review 
and feedback. The Committee was informed that the language was developed by the Department and 
reviewed by the Department’s plain language contractor to ensure it was understandable before 
presentation to the Advisory Committee. The draft language will be used to communicate the upcoming 
funding opportunity for providers furnishing health care services to pregnant persons and children who 
would be eligible for Vermont Medicaid except for their immigration status. An overview of the 
communication plan, including identified stakeholders and how the information would be shared, was also 
presented.  The Department discussed the current list of stakeholders and requested the Committee 
identify any partners that may be missing. Committee discussion resulted in the final list of crucial partners 
for receiving the information as: the Medicaid and Exchange Advisory Committee members, Vermont 
Association of Hospitals and Health Systems, Vermont Medical Society, Bi-State Primary Care Association 
(representing both the Rural Health Clinics and the Federally Qualified Health Centers [Open Door was 
specifically mentioned]), the Office of the Health Care Advocate, Bridges to Health, South Royalton Legal 
Clinic, Migrant Justice, and the Assister program. The communication plan will be updated to reflect this 
list.  
 
A Committee member inquired if the section of the draft communication that directs people to learn more 
from the Department or the Office of the Health Care Advocate should be clarified to reflect whether the 
reader was a patient or provider. The Office of the Health Care Advocate indicated that they felt prepared 
to answer questions from both patients and providers so directing the reader to one entity versus another 
was not necessary. Lastly, the Committee was asked whether it was helpful to include additional 
information for how an individual can apply for Medicaid; it was confirmed that this would be helpful for 
providers. The Department confirmed it would revise the draft communication to include this information.  
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For more information, please see Advisory Committee PPT 7_26_2021.pdf slides 7-9. 
 

o American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) Update and Committee Discussion  
Sean Sheehan, Senior Policy and Implementation Analyst (DVHA), reviewed the communication plan and 
methods for communicating the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) changes and its impact to the general 
public.  DVHA staff reviewed where to find the ARPA “Communication Toolkit” that includes 
informational flyers, social media posts, videos, and articles.  The Committee was asked for feedback; for 
example, “Have you used or shared the communications within the Toolkit?”  DVHA staff shared the date 
of the next virtual Health Insurance Town Hall. A Committee member recommended that it may be helpful 
to have the Governor of Vermont elevate the importance of these changes in a weekly press conference; the 
Department indicated this was an important avenue to further awareness of the increased financial help 
available to individuals purchasing health insurance through the state’s health insurance marketplace.   
 
For more information, please see Advisory Committee PPT 7_26_2021.pdf slides 10-11. 

 
o Commissioner’s Office Update  

Addie Strumolo, Acting Commissioner (DVHA), provided an update for the Committee on the extension of 
the federal COVID-19 public health emergency,  including that the federal public health emergency is 
expected to continue throughout the end of the calendar year, and that enrollment in the Vermont 
Medicaid program has grown significantly.  The Committee was reminded of the Department’s significant 
focus on the subsidy changes under the American Rescue Plan Act, the upcoming 8/15 plan selection 
deadline in light of the increased financial help, and that planning for traditional Open Enrollment is now 
underway as well. This year’s Open Enrollment will include the Premium Processing transition (a project 
under the Integrated Eligibility and Enrollment program); the Federal government has proposed to extend 
the deadline for Open Enrollment to January 15, 2022 for the Federally-Facilitated Marketplace.  
 
A Committee member asked if there will be a budget issue for DVHA due to the increased enrollment into 
the Medicaid program and utilization resulting from care deferred during the public health emergency. 
Acting Commissioner Strumolo indicated it will be a pressure for the state budget and more will be known 
after the consensus forecast process is completed.  A member commented that in recent years, the Medicaid 
budget has saved other parts of the state budget and it was hoped that it would be reciprocal. Another 
member commented that designated agencies are facing workforce pressures and are unable to hire staff at 
current rates. The member then asked how DVHA planned to respond to that challenge. The Committee 
was reminded that the Committee was created – per the statute – to advise the Commissioner of the 
Department of Vermont Health Access on policy development and program administration.   While the 
Department would be willing to review the fee schedules and rates maintained by the Department of 
Vermont Health Access at a future meeting if that would be of interest to the Committee, payment rates 
and services under the responsibility of other Agency of Human Service departments would be best 
addressed in a forum that offers those departments and their leadership an opportunity to engage in the 
discussion.  A Committee member inquired about when the State of Vermont will be able to access the 
enhanced Federal Medical Assistance Percentage (FMAP) available for Home- and Community-Based 



P a g e | 4 Advisory Committee July 26, 2021 

 

 

Services.  This question, and an update on this topic from June’s presentation, were suggested for the next 
meeting of the Medicaid and Exchange Advisory Committee (scheduled for September 27, 2021).  
 
Nissa James, Health Care Director (DVHA), asked the Committee if there were any additional suggestions 
for future agenda topics to bring to the Committee’s co-chairs at the next agenda planning meeting; in 
addition to the update on the Home- and Community-Based Service enhanced federal medical assistance 
percentage update, an update on the 1115 Waiver renewal process and a presentation on the results of the 
benchmark health plan analysis work that the Department of Financial Regulation is leading were 
suggested.  

 
o Public Comment 

No public comment was received. 
 

o Final Committee Discussion: The Committee’s next meeting is September 27, 2021 from 10AM – 12PM. 
There is no meeting in August.  

 
o Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 12:00PM. 
 
Additional about the Department’s response to the COVID-19 public health emergency may be located 
here: https://dvha.vermont.gov/covid-19 

https://dvha.vermont.gov/covid-19
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