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Pharmacy Alert 
*Important Reminder*
Effective 1/1/2014, implementation of certain Affordable Care Act changes resulted in the transition of some VHAP members to the Vermont Medicaid program. Prior to this conversion, some of those VHAP members did not have prescription copays, however, under Medicaid eligibility those beneficiaries will now have copays for their prescription medication(s).  
Members transferring enrollment from the VHAP program to the Medicaid program are required to pay a $1 to $3 copay amount depending on the price of the drug. Because this is a change from the VHAP program, we are seeing some confusion from members who did not expect the change.  Please note per the Provider Manual, that “a pharmacy may not refuse to dispense a prescription to a Medicaid beneficiary who does not provide the copayment. However, the beneficiary will still owe the pharmacy any copay that is not paid. The pharmacy may tell the beneficiary that any later prescriptions may not be filled if the beneficiary does not pay what is owed”. 
Per: 7101.2(C) of the DVHA Coverage rules and 4161(C) of the Medicaid Eligibility rules, if the member states they are unable to make the payment, Medicaid providers may not deny the service as per section 1916(c) of the Social Security Act "no provider participating under the State (Medicaid) plan may deny care of services to an individual eligible for (Medicaid) . . . on account of such individual's inability to pay (the copay)."  
Rule 4161(C) is can be found at: http://humanservices.vermont.gov/on-line-rules/esd/medicaid-4100/view
Thank you for your continued support of the State of Vermont’s pharmacy programs.

Sincerely,
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Nancy Hogue, Pharm.D.







Director of Pharmacy Services
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