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This emergency rule is being implemented as directed by Act 153 of the 2013 -2014 Legislative Session,
An Act Relating to Medicaid Coverage for Home Telemonitoring Services.

Sec. 1. 33 V.S.A. § 1901g is added to read:

§ 1901g. MEDICAID COVERAGE FOR HOME TELEMONITORING SERVICES

(a) The Agency of Human Services shall provide Medicaid coverage for home telemonitoring services
performed by home health agencies or other qualified providers as defined by the Agency of Human
Services for Medicaid beneficiaries who have serious or chronic medical conditions that can result in
frequent or recurrent hospitalizations and emergency room admissions. Beginning on July 1, 2014, the
Agency shall provide coverage for home telemonitoring for one or more conditions or risk factors for
which it determines, using reliable data, that home telemonitoring services are appropriate and that
coverage will be budget-neutral. The Agency may expand coverage to include additional conditions or
risk factors identified using evidence-based best practices if the expanded coverage will remain budget-
neutral or as funds become available.

Sec. 2. GRANT FUNDING

The Department of Vermont Health Access and home health agencies shall seek to maximize
opportunities for grant funding to offset start-up, equipment, technology, maintenance, and other costs
related to home telemonitoring in order to minimize the expense to the Medicaid program. [ would put
FMAP and show state costs with estimate

Sec. 3. EFFECTIVE DATE
This act shall take effect on July 1, 2014.

Comments on Rule Adoption Date and Benefit Implementation

Implementation of the new telemonitoring services for Medicaid beneficiaries receiving home health services
will begin August 1, 2014,



Since June 2014 the Department of Vermont Health Access (DVHA) and the Visiting Nurses Association have
been working diligently together on the design of the new telemonitoring benefit. The participating parties
determined that additional time, beyond July 1, 2014, was needed to finalize coverage criteria. The DVHA
wanted to ensure that the final coverage criteria were clinically appropriate and met the cost neutrality
requirements of the legislation.

The DVHA notified the bill sponsors and the Medicaid and Exchange Advisory Board of the change in
anticipated start date.

Specific Changes to Rule Sections

Section Description of Change

New rule added to DVHA Medicaid coverage rules. Rule reads:

7702  Telemonitoring  (08/01/2014, 14-01E)

Home telemonitoring is a health service that requires scheduled remote
monitoring of data related to an individual’s health, and transmission of the
data from the individual’s home to a licensed home health agency.
Scheduled periodic reporting of the individual’s data to the licensed
physician is required, even when there have been no readings outside the
parameters established in the physician’s orders. Telemonitoring providers
must be available 24 hours per day, 7 days a week.

7702.1 Eligibility and Conditions for Coverage (08/01/2014, 14-01E)

Home telemonitoring services will be a benefit for individuals with
primary Vermont Medicaid or non-homebound individuals with dual
Medicare and Medicaid who are served by Vermont Home Health
Agencies in accordance with clinical coverage guidelines, as updated
annually and described in the Provider Manual.

7702
77022  Qualified Providers (08/01/2014, 14-01E)

Qualified providers are home health agencies enrolled with Vermont
Medicaid.

Qualified providers must follow data parameters established by a
licensed physician’s plan of care.

Qualified providers must use the following licensed health care
professionals to review data: registered nurse (RN), nurse
practitioner (NP), clinical nurse specialist (CNS), licensed practical
nurse (LPN) under the supervision of a RN, or physician assistant
(PA). In the event of a measurement outside of the established
individual’s parameters, the provider shall use the health care
professionals noted above to be responsible for reporting the datato a
physician.

The data transmission must comply with standards set by the Health
Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA).




7702.3 Reimbursement (08/01/2014, 14-01E)

Reimbursement for telemonitoring services is described in the Provider
Manual and updated annually.
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To get more information about the Administrative Procedures Act and the Rules applicable to state rule making
go to the website of the Department of the Vermont Secretary of State at:
https://www.sec.state.vt.us/administrative-rules.aspx or call Louise Corliss at 828-2863. [General information,
not specific rule content information]
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For information on upcoming hearing before the Legislative Committee on Administrative rules go to the
website of the Vermont Legislature at: http://www.leg.state.vt.us or call 828-5760.




Department of Vermont Health Access Medicaid Covered Services Rules
7702 p.1

7702

Telemonitoring

7702  Telemonitoring  (08/012014, 14-01E)

Home telemonitoring is a health service that requires scheduled remote monitoring of data related to an
individual’s health, and transmission of the data from the individual’s home to a licensed home health
agency. Scheduled periodic reporting of the individual’s data to the licensed physician is required, even
when there have been no readings outside the parameters established in the physician’s orders.
Telemonitoring providers must be available 24 hours per day, 7 days a week.

7702.1  Eligibility and Conditions for Coverage (08/012014, 14-01E)

Home telemonitoring services will be a benefit for individuals with primary Vermont Medicaid or
non-homebound individuals with dual Medicare and Medicaid who are served by Vermont Home
Health Agencies in accordance with clinical coverage guidelines, as updated annually and
described in the Provider Manual.

7702.2  Qualified Providers (08/012014, 14-01E)

Qualified providers are home health agencies enrolled with Vermont Medicaid.

Qualified providers must follow data parameters established by a licensed physician’s plan of
care.

Qualified providers must use the following licensed health care professionals to review data:
registered nurse (RN), nurse practitioner (NP), clinical nurse specialist (CNS), licensed practical
nurse (LPN) under the supervision of a RN, or physician assistant (PA). In the event of a
measurement outside of the established individual’s parameters, the provider shall use the health
care professionals noted above to be responsible for reporting the data to a physician.

The data transmission must comply with standards set by the Health Insurance Portability and
Accountability Act (HIPAA).

7702.3 Reimbursement (08/012014, 14-01E)

Reimbursement for telemonitoring services is described in the Provider Manual and updated
annually.
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