Payment Reform Advisory Group
Monday April 25, 2011
Minutes
Attendees:  Richard Slusky, Christina Colombe, Michael Del Trecco, Bill Lambrukos, Peter Cobb, Michael Davis, Joe Zimmerman, Denis Barton, Gerhild Bjornson, Susan Elliot, Gretchen Begnosh, Betsy Davis, Tom Torti, Janice Ohlsson, Larry Goetschius, Steve Maier, Julie Tessler, Meg O’Donnell, Andrew Garland, Glen Cordner, Becky Rosen, Rebecca Heintz
1. Welcome & Introductions

2. Richard presented a detailed update of “Vermont’s Approach to a Universal and Unified Health System”.  He emphasized that there are four “essential elements” to delivery and payment system reform.  They are: 

· Delivery System Reform (building on the Blueprint for Health)

· Payment Reform (moving from fee-for-service to “value-based payments”)

· Improved integration and use of electronic health information

· Improved patient experience and patient engagement

He continued to discuss the key elements of H.202, including the Vermont Health Benefit Exchange, the transition to Green Mountain Care (universal coverage), the role of the Green Mountain Care Board, and the need for the state to develop a financing plan by January 2013.

Following the presentation, the group engaged in a robust discussion about implementation of the bill.  A number of concerns were raised regarding the lack of a clear plan to finance these health care reform initiatives and the uncertainty that now exists among payers, providers and business people.  Despite the concerns, there was general support and enthusiasm for the principles of the bill and the hope that implementation of its provisions could begin as soon as possible in order to remove some of the uncertainty.

After this discussion, Richard briefly updated the group on the status of the payment reform pilots.  He said that he is continuing to engage in conversations with FAHC and Vermont Managed Care, and with Northeastern Vermont Regional Hospital and Northern Counties Health Care (FQHC).  Springfield Hospital and the FQHC in the Springfield area have also expressed an interest in engaging in these discussions.

The group agreed that they would like to continue meeting.  Richard will schedule the next meeting in mid June.
