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M E M O R A N D U M
TO:
 


Martha Giglio Faber, Administrative Services Manager - Agency of Human Services
FROM:

Hunt Blair, Director of Health Care Reform - DVHA 
DATE:

December 29th, 2011

REGARDING:
Request to pursue a sole-source contract with Martha Stitelman, M.D.
                             Duration of Contract: 2/1/12 – 1/31/13; Contract Amount: $15,000.
DVHA is requesting permission to enter a sole-source contract agreement with Dr. Martha Stitelman for a scope of services intended to improve communication among stakeholders in Vermont’s health care reform initiatives.
Dr. Stitelman, a Board Certified Family Practice physician with additional qualifications in geriatrics, is a former Medical Director of the Vermont Veterans nursing home and currently consults for Medical Directors at two Bennington area nursing homes.  She has participated in the State’s HIT-HIE Stakeholder meetings and is well-qualified to understand the gaps in the current long term care HIT environment from direct experience.  After collaborating with Dr. Stitelman in the past, we are confident in her abilities as a competent and knowledgeable consultant that will help us improve communication across the HIT landscape.  
Because of the limited implementation of HIT in the long term care setting and scarcity of long term care professionals with demonstrated interest in the subject, selecting another contractor would require a steep learning curve to be caught up with the intricacies of the State of Vermont’s HIT initiatives.  Her interest and engagement in the topic are rare among her peers and make her an especially valuable consultant for DVHA as we develop a comprehensive plan for integrating nursing home and other LTC providers in the HIT-HIE landscape.  We have included performance measures to ensure that we receive the necessary outcome desired from these services.

This contract complies with all mandatory provisions of AOA Bulletin 3.5.  Funding for this agreement will be covered by Health Information Technology (HIT) Fund appropriations.  DVHA looks forward to approval of this agreement.
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